General Meeting 


Sometime in 2020 
7:30 pm 


Meeting Location 
Nothing set yet 
Stay Safe and Healthy 
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May 2020 Hazel Park Amateur Radio Club Zero Beat 


Zero Beat 


May 2020 


President’s QRM 


Congratulations to the HPARC officer nominees! 


It has been an honor and a privilege to serve as President of HPARC. It 
seems it was just a short time since the 2019CY HPARC Election Day. As | 
have noted earlier, | will not be running for an officer position for the 
2020/2021 club year. It has been interesting and rewarding to have served 
as an HPARC officer and board member for four years. Thank you to all who 
have volunteered their time and talents to support HPARC. The 2020/2021 
club year will likely have many new challenges given the effects of the Covid 
-19 virus. The HPARC leadership will need your ideas and continued sup- 
port. 


The May Member Meeting is HPARC’s traditional Election Day for the 
HPARC officers. It is important that the best members are elected for the 
leadership positions to ensure the continued success and great legacy of 
HPARC. It is the responsibility of the HPARC membership to nominate and 
to vote for the best to carry on the Club. This is an opportunity for nomi- 
nees to be an HPARC officer and board member. 


Because the Hazel Park Recreation Center is closed due to the Covid-19 vi- 
rus, HPARC will be voting by email ballot. Please email your votes as noted 
in the email instructions. 


In the month of June at the HPARC Banquet the club officers are traditional- 
ly installed. This year it was planned for Camp Ticonderoga Restaurant. 
Unfortunately, due to the Covid-19 virus, it was cancelled by the HPARC 
Board. Alternatives to the banquet will be considered by the new HPARC 
Leadership. All who purchased a ticked will receive a refund check in the 
mail. 


Be Safe and Stay Healthy. 
Volunteer, Attend and Have Fun 


73 David - AA8IK - President HPARC 


Hazel Park Amateur Radio Club, P.O. Box 368, Hazel Park, MI 48030 www.hparc.org 


HPARC Nets 


HPARC Official Sunday Night 
2-meter Phone Net 


Every Sunday a 9:00 Pm local time on the DART re- 
peater, 146.64 (PL 1 00), catch up on club news and 
information, and just to keep in touch. All amateurs 
are welcome to check in. 


ARPSC Thursday Night 
2-meter phone net 


Every Thursday at 8:00 PM on the W8OAK repeater, 
146.90 (PL 100). The Hospital radio check net takes 
place on the last Thursday each month at 7:30 PM on 
the W80AK repeater. http:///www.arpsc.com 


YOU SCREAM 
THE POLICE COME 


IT S AWKWARD 
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Around Town 


HPARC Buddy Breakfast every Saturday at 
9:00 AM (or so) 


Temporarily Suspended 


Cozy Cabin Diner, 2129 E. 12 Mile Rd, Warren, MI 
Come in early for the socializing. Park in the restau- 
rant parking lot. 


Oakland County ARPSC Siren Testing, 1st 
Saturday at 1:00 PM. 


Back in Operation 


March through November except April. Contact Mar- 
sha, N8FE, at n8fe@arrl.net, to be assigned a siren to 
test. 


Amateur Radio License Testing 


Temporarily Suspended 


HPARC and the City of Oak Park offer amateur radio licensr 
testing on the first Tuesday of even numbered months at 
the Oak Park Community Center, 14300 Oak Park Blvd, Oak 
Park, MI, 48237, starting at 7:00 PM. Contact Jerry, WONPI 
at w9npi@arrl.net. 


www.hparc.org 
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Club Officers 


President: David Koch  AAS8IK 


davidkoch@comcast.net 


1st VP Jim Poehlman K8ABZ 


k8abz@arrl.net 


Chairmen 


Repeater 

Joe Raznik WB2ADX 
W8HP Trustee 

Joe Raznik WB2ADZ 
W8JXU Trustee 


Bill Ketel N8QVS 


2nd VP Joe Raznik WB2ADX 


Swap 

Bob Lauer N8REL 
Field Day 

John Teagardin AA8UU 


joeraznik@gmail.com 


KESEHW 


Secretary 


Reuven Gevaryahu 


Education 
Jerry Begel WONPI 


kb3ehw@arrl.net 


Treasurer Robert Lauer N8REL 


Sunday Net 

Bob Lauer N8REL 

Zero Beat Editor 

Rick Laird KB50O 

Public Information Officer (PIO) 
Rick Laird KB500 


rlau@aol.com 


‘Volunteers 


Lotw Manager 
Murray Scott KE8UM 


Webmaster 
Jim Poehlman K8ABZ 


Break Time 
| Banquet 
| Brenda White N8AQ 
John Little W8TOY 
| Club Cook 


Club Picnic 
Jay Schwartz WB8SBI 


Bill Ketel N8QVS 
_ Holiday Meeting 
| Board 
Equipment Inventory 
\ Jim Poehlman K8ABZ 
| Audio Video Support 
Ken Simpson 
_ Lark in the Park 
_John Teagardin AA8UU 
Meeting Greater 
Edgar Walton N8LBS 


www.hparc.org 
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You’re A Ham Radio Beginner. Now 
What? 


Chris Warren January 12, 2020 


This article is primarily for those who recently got 
their radio license, but | hope the old timers will 
hang around. The goal is to provide direction to the 
ham radio beginner and give more experienced op- 
erators some insight they can use to help others 
ease into the hobby. 


You’ve taken the first step into a “club” with a rich 
history of technical innovation, community service, 
and personal growth. You’re going to meet some 
great people, and to be completely honest, some 
not so great people too. Like any avocation, what 
you get out of ham radio depends on your motiva- 
tion and attitude. If your head and your heart are in 
the right place, the rest will work itself out. 


The breadth and depth of amateur radio can be 
intimidating. 

Ham radio has a low barrier to entry but the learning 
curve is quite steep once you’re in the door. Don’t 
be put off by that. As a ham radio beginner, it’s im- 
portant to understand that no matter how long you 
do this, you'll never truly know everything. 


Amateur radio is a very wide and deep field with 
many subspecialties. Among them are DXing, con- 
testing, disaster/emergency services, fox hunting, 
data modes, moon bounce, SKYWARN, satellites, 
antenna design, QRP operating, and of course my 
personal favorite, off grid power. There are many 
more. The diversity is both a blessing and a curse. 
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It’s a blessing because there truly is something for 
everyone. It’s a curse because there are so many 
choices a ham radio beginner may feel a little over- 
whelmed. 


Your first action should be to define what direction 
you want to go. For some people, this is the easy 
part. They may have wanted their license for a spe- 
cific purpose, such as to work with an emergency 
response group. If you Knew what you wanted to do 
with ham radio before you even got your ticket, then 
you can skip this step. 


For everyone else, some decisions will need to be 
made. Be open to all the options, even ones that 
don’t seem to grab your interest. 


How | came to ham radio. 


As a teen in the 1980s | liked to tinker and experi- 
ment with electronics. I’ve been in that lane ever 
since and even turned it into a full time career. Ham 
radio is a natural component of that. The passion | 
discovered as a kid has not dimmed one bit, alt- 
hough my interests have shifted. | only got into off 
grid power in the last ten years or so when the cost 
of solar panels came down. What started as a sim- 
ple solar experiment bloomed into a larger off grid 
system. | love doing off grid projects, and | love 
sharing what | learned via this blog. 


Further your education. 


If you have not figured it out yet, your license is a 
departure, not a destination. To get anything at all 
out the hobby, you'll have to invest some effort into 
learning much more than what you had to know to 
pass a test. The best way to do this is to partner up 
with a more experienced operator who shares your 
interests, or join a club. 


Both of these options can be problematic for the 
ham radio beginner. It might be hard to find some- 
one who has the time and desire to give one-on-one 
help. Clubs are a hit-and-miss affair. Some are very 
well run and go far out of their way to help newcom- 
ers. Others are very clique-ish and don’t want their 
group invaded. 


Many clubs themselves specialize. Some do com- 
munity service projects or emergency/disaster 
comms. Others focus on contests. One club in my 
area spends almost all their time planning and run- 
ning a swap meet. Another is just a bunch of guys 
who hang out on a repeater and exists as club in 
name only. If your local club is not into what you are 
looking to do as a ham, then there’s going to be a 
disconnect. 


www.hparc.org 


5 


This of course doesn’t mean you can’t join or won't 
fit in, it just means you may not get what you were 
hoping for. 


| would encourage ham radio beginners to give their 
local club a chance. You will likely meet some cool 
people and have a positive experience even if the 
overall goal of the group is not exactly in line with 
your own plans. Get involved with an open mind. 
You’re never going to get 100% of what you want, 
but you'll get more than what you started with. 


The internet...your electronic Elmer. 


| wish the internet was a thing when | was a ham 
radio beginner. The breadth and depth of knowledge 
on line cannot be overstated. YouTube alone has 
more ham radio-related content than you'll ever be 
able to watch in your lifetime. It’s also ideal for peo- 
ple who aren't into joining clubs or don’t have any 
other training resources. Keep your eye on the 
prize, though. I’ve known operators who get so ab- 
sorbed with reading about amateur radio on line that 
they never actually go out and do amateur radio. So 
by all means, soak up the wisdom others have post- 
ed on the internet, but make time to try out all that 
new knowledge in the real world. 


Buying equipment. 


Perhaps the most exciting part of the ham radio be- 
ginner experience is shopping for your equipment! | 
understand the anticipation...I’ve been there myself. 
Don’t run up your credit card before you’ve decided 
what you want to do with amateur radio. You could 
end up with a lot of expensive stuff that does not suit 
your needs. It’s like buying a hammer when you re- 
ally need a screwdriver. 


YouTube is ideal for helping choose equipment. 
Whatever you're looking to buy, there are probably 
several YouTube vids about it. Evaluate all your op- 
tions carefully and do your homework. The re- 
sources are there. 


To the extent you can, build your own equipment. 
The learning experience is invaluable. Yes, you're 
going to make some possibly costly mistakes. Think 
of it as “tuition” for your radio education. Money isn’t 
totally lost on a failed project if you come out of it 
with more knowledge. 


Ham radio beginners & the reality of human na- 
ture. 


This may come as shock to some, but our hobby 
has a few bitter old cranks who are hopelessly 
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inflexible and don’t seem too excited about rolling 
out the welcome mat for ham radio beginners. You 
may have even experienced this before getting your 
ticket. It’s important to point out that these folks 
draw a vastly disproportionate amount of attention in 
relation to their numbers. In other words, their big 
pouting mouths do not make up for their small repre- 
sentation. 


They are not the future of ham radio. They may in- 
deed have impressive technical knowledge, but 
that’s not enough to make it worth putting up with 
their attitude. Don’t let them piss on your party. For 
every recalcitrant whiner, there are dozens of hams 
genuinely interested in seeing newcomers succeed 
and thrive. Follow the advice you would give your 
kids: Hang out with the right people and don’t worry 
about the rest. 


What else? 


There is so much more ham radio beginners need to 
know than can be squeezed into one blog article. 
You're going to be enjoying this hobby for 
(hopefully) a long time. There is plenty of time to 
learn. AS you become more confident, pay it forward 
and make an effort to show others the way. If you 
associate with positive people and advance your 
knowledge, you'll have a great experience that will 
last many years. 


$ BAR PHONE RATES$ 


"JUST MISSED HIM” 


$1.00 


$2.00 
$3.00 
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